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mother of the newly-wedded Queen. Zamoyski and
Sigismund were reconciled, and when Sigismund wished
to travel to Sweden to assume the crown of his dead
father, the tardy permission he received was due to
Zamoyski's good offices.
Sigismund went to Sweden in 1592 and was absent for
one year. In 1598 he went again, but his aspirations
encountered grievous disappointment at the battle of
Linkoping, where he was utterly defeated. He returned
the rejected and uncrowned king of that country, though
even now unwilling to admit it. The rock on which he
had foundered was his own ardent Catholicism, made
keener by the religious zeal of his wife. His attempt
to enforce his faith upon the Protestant Swedes was
bitterly resented. He was accused of having accepted a
large gift from the Pope on condition that he introduced
religious compulsion; and he returned to Poland with
very harsh opinions of his native country. Shortly after
his return his wife died; and he married her sister in
1602, again estranging Zamoyski, who retained all his
anti-Austrian prejudices. In 1605 Zamoyski died, and
his pkce was taken by Nicholas Zebrzydowski. Politi-
cally Poland was now at the parting of the ways; scenes
of obstruction in the Diets prevented all business from
being accomplished; and it was becoming impossible
to administer the affairs of the country. The fatal theory
that all business must be done unanimously was wrecking
the possibility of transacting any business at all.
la 1606 Sigismund had the courage to propose a reform
of me Constitution which would establish the principle
that the will of the majority should rule. This proposal
alarmed Zebrzydowski; he at once instituted a con-
federation to protest that this proposal was calculated to
destroy personal liberty. As the king showed signs of
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